The American ACYPL Program Visit – Bucharest, Romania
November 3-10, 2007
Saturday, November 3

    2:00 pm     The ACYPL delegates arrive at the Henry Coandă Airport (Otopeni) in Bucharest

                       Ms. Liana Popa (ACYPL Program Coordinator for Romania) meets the Delegates at Arrivals and escorts 
                       them to the hotel.

                   The group travels by a minibus (B 03 HNW). 
     2:15 pm    Depart to Bucharest
     2: 30 pm   Arrive in Bucharest and check in: 
         Hotel ELIZEU (3*) 
                  (Where rooms have already been booked for ACYPL Delegates’ stay in Bucharest)

                       Address: 11-13 Elizeu St. 

                        Tel : +4021 319 17 35;  +4021 319 17 34

                        Fax  :   +4021 316 17 48

                        E-mail : rezervari@hotelelizeu.ro
                                 www.hotelelizeu.ro
                                        Contact person: Oana Neagu

The ACYPL Delegates will receive the full information package for their visit to Romania.

  3:00- 6:00 pm    Free time (Relax and refreshing for dinner)
         6:00 pm       Meet in hotel lobby

        6:05 pm       Departure for dinner to Restaurant ANDY        
                            Location: 2  Str. Witing, nr. 2, sector 1

                                               Tel. : +4021 300 30 50; 

                                               Fax:   +4021 300 30 52

                                               E-mail : andyhotels@clicknet.ro
                                                            www.andyhotels.ro
                                        (Walking distance from the hotel Elizeu)      

6:15 – 6:30 pm     Program briefing with Ms. Liana Popa (Executive Director, Foundation for Pluralism) 
                                                                 and Ioana Vulcan (Program Assistant, Foundation for Pluralism)
6:30 – 8:30 pm    Dinner with Mr. Caludiu Săftoiu, 
                               General Manager, Capital Promotion Co.         
             Topic:   Introduction to Romanian history, society and culture. Romania before and after December ‘89

Claudiu Săftoiu served as the head of Romania’s Foreign Intelligence Service (SIE) from October 2006 through March 2007.  He had served as an adviser to President Traian Băsescu since the end of 2004, specializing in internal policy matters. Mr. Saftoiu followed several training courses in Romania and abroad, took the Master degree in human resources and communications at the Faculty of Journalism. He is an expert and trainer in mass-media and political negotiations. He provided political consultancy to both the Democrat Party and the National Liberal Party in the last two electoral campaigns, in 2000 and 2004. He worked in the written media (‘Privirea,’ ‘Evenimentul Zilei,’ etc.) and for radio channels (Radio Total Editor-in-Chief, Radio Pro FM Executive Director). 
He is a graduate of Humanities from Bucharest University.
Sunday, November 4

Please dress in casual attire for today’s schedule.

 10:00 am       Meet in hotel lobby 

10:00- 12:30 am   Guided tour of Bucharest, with Liana Popa and Ioana Vulcan 
Bucharest is the capital and largest city of Romania. It is located in Walachia, on the Dîmboviţa River, a tributary of the Danube. It is Romania's chief industrial and communications center. Agricultural machinery, automotive equipment, and buses are the main manufactures. The city, probably founded in the late 14th cent., was a military fortress and commercial center astride the trade routes to Constantinople. 

It became a residence of the Walachian princes and changed its name to Bucharest.  During World War I, Bucharest 

was occupied by the Central Powers.  After Romania's surrender to the Allies in 1944, Soviet troops entered on 

Aug. 31, by which time a coalition of leftist parties had seized power. Bucharest served as headquarters of the 

Cominform from 1948 to 1956. 

Today it is a modern city, with parks, libraries, museums, and theaters, and is the seat of the patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church. Landmarks include the Metropolitan Church, the 17th-century St. George Church, the Radu Voda and Stavropoleos churches, and the Athenaeum, devoted to art and music. Among the city's educational institutions are the old university, the new university, an engineering college, and several academies and scientific institutes. 

The Tour itinerary: H. Elizeu – Gara de Nord – Calea Grivitei – Bvd. Nicolae Titulescu – Bvd. Banu Manta – Bvd. Ion
 Mihalache -Victoriei Sq. - Aviatorilor Ave.- Charles de Gaulle Sq. – The Arche of Triomphe - The Village Museum – 
Piata Presei Libere - Montreal Plaza (Romexpo, World Trade  Center) - Kiseleff Ave.- Victoriei Sq. – Romana Sq. – 
Magheru Bvd. – Unirii Sq.- Patriarhia Romana –Unirii Bvd.- Parliament Palace – Independentei Ave. – Opera Sq.- The
 National Opera House – Military High Academy- Dr. Gheorghe Marinescu Ave. - Cotroceni Palace- Cotroceni Ave. – 
Independentei Ave.- Stirbey Voda Ave. – Royal Palace Square
12:30 – 2:30 pm   Lunch at La Mama Restaurant 
La Mama is one of the most popular restaurants in Bucharest, serving Romanian food.  The name (if you didn't guess already) means Mamma's and it tries to suggest that the dishes are intended to be what a Romanian mom would cook. 
The food is good and the regular menu that one can find in a restaurant with Romanian cuisine.
              Address:  9 Episcopiei St. (close to the Romanian Athenaeum) 
                 Tel :  + 40 21 312 97 97  ;  +40 721 526 262                               

2:30 – 4:30 pm    Visit the National Museum of Art 
                             Address : 49-53 Calea Victoriei

                             Tel : +40 21 314 81 19 ;  +40 21 313 30 30

                               Fax :  +40 21 312 43 27 

                             E-mail : national@artmuseum.ro
                             www.mnar.arts.ro
The National Museum of Art houses three permanent galleries and has a royal history. The European Art      

Gallery, the Romanian Medieval Art Gallery and the Romanian Modern Art Gallery include artworks

exhibited in an interactive and modern manner, transforming every visit into a delightful and instructive way of spending free time. During the reign of the King Carol I the building was the royal winter residence. 

The King decorated the palace according the taste of this time and he was as well preoccupied with creating a painting collection which is the today’s nucleus of the European Art Gallery.

During the reigns of King Ferdinand and Carol II, the palace was substantial changed and starting with 1948 (when the King Mihai I was obliged to sign his abdication) the decision to open a museum inside the Royal Palace was put in practice and the reception halls were attributed to the State Council. 

During the events from December 1989, the building is almost 80% damaged, over 1000 art works being destroyed or harmed. Starting with 2000, the National Museum of Art has been open to the public.

5:00 pm       Back to the hotel, relax and refreshing for dinner

5:30 pm        Meet in hotel lobby

5:35 pm      Depart to the Bistro La Radu
                 Address:  38 Sfintii Voievozi St.

                 Tel :  + 40 21 212 03 66  ;  +40 728 222 411; +40 744 305 239                               

                 E-mail : office@laradu.ro
                                   www.laradu.ro
6:00-8:00 pm   Dinner with Mr. Paul-Andre Baran, Country Director IREX Romania (Escort, Romanian ACYPL, 2006)

Until recently, Paul-Andre Baran served as the Executive Director of the Romania Think Tank. After receiving his bachelor’s degree from San Francisco State University, he studied at the University of Bucharest where he received his Masters in Industrial and Labor Relations in 2002. Prior to working for the Romania Think Tank, Mr. Baran was the Deputy Director of the Democratic Capacity Building Unit for the USAID-funded Governance Reform program. Mr. Baran helped organize the USAID-sponsored conference on health care reform held in Bucharest in July of 2005 as well as the Bucharest Urban Planning Conference in December 2005. He was a consultant for the Romanian Presidency and was responsible for designing a nation-wide institutional assessment of local governments’ capacity to manage EU funding. He has an in-depth knowledge of the civil society environment in Romania developed through his experience working with Freedom House via the Romanian Foundation for Pluralism and the UNDP. 
He has worked closely with trade unions, local governments, NGOs, and international development organizations. Mr. Baran has provided training workshops and seminars in Romania as well as Kosovo, Serbia, the Ukraine, and Mongolia. He has also been an elections monitor in both Romania and Azerbaijan.

Founded in 1968, IREX is an international nonprofit organization providing leadership and innovative programs to improve the quality of education, strengthen independent media, and foster pluralistic civil society development.  IREX has an annual portfolio of $50 million and a staff of over 400 professionals worldwide. 

Monday, November 5

Please dress in business attire for today’s schedule.

Please bring your passports with you today

10:00 am     Meet in hotel lobby 
10:05 am    Departure to The United States Embassy





                          Location:
American Cultural Affairs Center, United States Embassy




10 Bumbrava Rosie St. 

11:00-12:00 am    Meeting with H.E. Mr. Nicholas F. Taubman, the United States Ambassador to Romania 
                                                            Mr. Theodore Tanoue, Political Officer

                                                            Ms. Kathleen Kavalec, Cultural Affairs Officer

                                                            Mr. Blair Labarge, Economic Officer

                                                            Ms. Col. Barbara Kuennecke, Defense Attaché

                                      Contact person: Cornelia Vlaicu, Cultural Assistant

12:15 – 1:00 pm     Lunch at Pizza Hut  (Romana Square)
        1:10 pm      Departure to The Black Sea Trust Head office 

                          Address:  50 Primaverii Bvd., Corp 6, “Casa Mică” 
                               Tel: +4021 314 16 28; 314 16 39

                               Fax: +4021 319 32 74

                              www.gmfus.org
Launched in 2006 by the German Marshall Fund of the United States, the Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation is long-term, multimillion dollar initiative that would provide grants to support the consolidation of democracy, regional cooperation on civil society development, and support of good governance in the Black Sea region. The Trust will provide grants to indigenous organizations — including civic groups and NGOs, local and regional governments, educational institutions, and media — in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Turkey, and Ukraine. Approximately $2 million in rolling grants will be given out each year.  Individual grants would range from $1,000 to $75,000 with an average size around $15,000 or $20,000.
1:30 – 3:15 pm   Meeting with Mrs. Alina Inayeh, Director, The Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation  

                                           and Mrs. Anemari-Helen Necşulescu, Office Manager
3:15 pm         Departure for Ministry of Education, Research and Youth
                       Address:  28-30 Gen. Berthelot St.

                               Tel.: +4021 405 62 00; +4021 405 63 00

4: 00 – 6:30 pm   Meeting with Mr. Cristian Mihai Adomnitei, The Minister of Education, Research and Youth
            Mr. Dumitru Miron, State Secretary, Ministry of Education, Research and Youth
            Ms. Luminita Matei, General Director, Directorate General for International Relations and European Affairs                             
Topic : The Government’ Strategies for Education, Research and Youth
Cristian Mihai Adomnitei, Romania’s Minister of Education, Research and Youth, was born on 1975, in Suceava. He is a 2004 graduate of the Faculty of Civil Engineering. In 2005, he attended the courses of the National Defence College and started doctoral studies at the Technical University of Iasi.  Minister Adomnitei has been a member of the National Liberal Party (PNL), and in 2004, he was elected county adviser in Iasi County.

     6:30 pm      Departure to the Restaurant Sailor’s
                                   Address:  24 Maltopol St.                
                                       Phone:  +40 788 176 665; +40 788 680 430                               

                                      E-mail: office@laradu.ro
                                    www.laradu.ro
6:45 – 8:30 pm    Dinner with Ms. Julia Pataki, member of the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians from Romania

                            (Romanian ACYPL, 2001) 
                            and Ms. Alice Ratyis, Counselor, General Secretariat of the Chamber of Deputies

Tuesday, November 6

Please dress in business attire for today’s schedule.

Please bring your passports with you today

      9:30 am      Meet in hotel lobby 
      9:35 am      Departure to the Romanian Parliament 
                                   Address:  2-4 Izvor St. 
10:00 -10:30 am    Attend a working session of the Chamber of Deputies 
10:30 – 11:45 am   Guided tour of Parliament Palace

Built by the former communist dictator Nicolae Ceausescu, Casa Poporului, otherwise know as The People’s Palace, today 
houses the Romanian Parliament. This famous building, second in size only to Pentagon, was constructed at the cost of 
thousands of residential houses in the darkest period before the 1989 Romanian Revolution.

The Chamber of Deputies (Camera Deputaţilor) is the lower house in Romania's bicameral parliament. It has 332 seats, to which deputies are elected by direct popular vote on a proportional representation basis to serve four-year terms. Additionally, the organization of each national minority is entitled to a seat in the Chamber (under the limitation that a national minority is to be represented by one organization only).

12:00 – 1:30 pm   Lunch at the Parliament Cafeteria 
1:30 – 2:45 pm   Meeting with Social Democratic Party representatives 
                              Mr. Valeriu Stefan Zgonea, MP, Romanian ACYPL, 2001

                              Secretary of the Chamber of Deputies

                              Mr. Claudiu Adrian Pop, MP,
                              Member of the Committee for Industries and Services
                              Mrs. Ileana Luncan, Romanian ACYPL, 2006
                              Executive Secretary, Youth organization

The Social Democratic Party (Partidul Social Democrat, PSD) is a major centre-left political party of Romania. 
It is currently in opposition in the government. The current president of the PSD is former foreign minister Mircea Geoană, elected on April 21, 2005. Despite being the largest single party in the Chamber, the PSD is not one of the current governing parties, and were slightly outnumbered by the Justice and Truth Alliance, an electoral alliance of the National Liberals and Democrats.

2:45 – 3:30 pm    Meeting with National Liberal Party representatives

                              Mr. Cristian Silviu Buşoi, MP, Romanian ACYPL, 2004
                              Member of the Committee for Health and Family 
The National Liberal Party (Partidul Naţional Liberal, PNL) is a liberal party in Romania, and the second largest party in parliament, being edged out only by the Social Democratic Party. Until April 2007, it was the largest member of the governing Justice and Truth alliance, which enjoyed a parliamentary majority due to an alliance between the Liberal Party, the Democratic Party, and the Democratic Union of Hungarians in Romania. In April 2007, the current prime-minister, Călin Popescu-Tăriceanu, who is also the party leader, formed a minority government with only the Democratic Union of Hungarians.  The party is a member of Liberal International and the European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party.

3:30 – 4:30 pm   Meeting with Democratic Party representatives

                              Ms. Anca Constantinescu, MP,

                              Member of the Committee for Public administration, Territorial Planning and Ecological Balance
                              Ms. Gratiela Denisa Iordache, MP,
                              Member of the Committee on European Affairs
                              Mr. Dan Grigore, MP,

                              Member of the Committee for Budget, Finances and Banks

                              Mr. Cosmin Popp, MP,
                              Member of the Committee for Defense, Public order and National Security
                              Mr. Andrei Ţăranu, Counselor, Democratic Party Parliamentary Group

The Democratic Party (Partidul Democrat, PD) is a centre-right (formerly social democrat) party of Romania. From 2004 to 2007 it was the smaller party of the governing Justice and Truth Alliance, although according to many Romanian opinion polls it remains the most popular of the two parties. Although he had to formally suspend his leadership of the party when elected president in 2004, the PD is largely associated with Romanian president Traian Băsescu, who was previously leader of the party as well as being a founding member. The PD executive leadership has already stated publicly that it would support Băsescu's candidacy for Romania's next presidential elections. The party has also worked to ensure that its positions in the parliament reflect Băsescu's priorities.  PD traces its roots in the National Salvation Front (FSN), one of the first political parties to emerge after the Romanian Revolution of 1989 which ended the Communist regime.  On April 1, 2007, Tăriceanu dismissed the ministers of Democratic Party and formed a minority government.
5:00 pm     Back to the hotel 

5:15- 6:45 pm    Refreshing for dinner

7:00 pm    Meet in hotel lobby
 7: 05 pm       Departure to the Restaurant IRISA     
                                  Address: 24 Banu Manta Bvd.

7:15- 8:45 pm   Dinner offered by Mr. Valeriu Ştefan Zgonea (Alumnus Romanian ACYPL, 2001) and Mrs. Ileana Luncan 

(Alumna Romanian ACYPL, 2006), from the Social-Democratic Party.            
Wednesday, November 7

Please dress in business attire for today’s schedule.

Please bring your passports with you today

9:30 am      Meet in hotel lobby 
9:35 am      Departure to the Cotroceni Palace, escorted by Liana Popa 

                        Address :  37 Cotroceni Ave.
                                     Tel:  + 4021 317 31 07   

                                     E-mail : muzeulcotroceni@netscape.net 

                                     www.muzeulcotroceni.ro
                                     Contact person: Lidia Iorga

10:00- 11:15 am   Guided visit of the Cotroceni Museum 

The Cotroceni Palace is one of the architectural jewels of the early 19th century in Romania. It was build 

during the reign of Carol I and further developed half a century later. The Museum in the old wing of the 

 Palace holds precious artifacts and vestiges of Romanian art and culture. 

The Cotroceni Palace was built as a monastery by Serban Cantacuzino in 1679-82 and served as base for the Austrian army in 1737, the Russian army in 1806, and Tudor Vladimirescu's rebels in 1821. Damaged by many fires and earthquakes over the course of its history, the original building was demolished in 1863 and the palace rebuilt in 1893-95 to provide a home for the newly wed Prince Ferdinand and Princess Marie. Under Communism it served as the "Palace of the Pioneers" - the Soviet-bloc equivalent of the Scouts. A new south wing was added during restoration following the 1977 earthquake, and this is now the presidential residence. In 1984 the church was demolished. Tours first pass through the remains of the monastery, where the Cantacuzino family gravestones are kept, then through the new rooms from the 1893-95 rebuild, decorated in an eclectic variety of Western styles.

11:15 am      Departure for the Romanian Village Museum
11:30- 12:45   Visit the Romanian Village Museum
The Romanian Village Museum offers an overview of peasant houses and lifestyle in regions all over Romania. 

The Museum  also offers a first hand look at the structure of Romanian society as it has evolved over the centuries. The visit to the Romanian Village Museum will offer another perspective on Romanian society. 
 Moreover, a stroll through the Romanian Village Museum is one of the favorite weekend past times of residents of  

 Bucharest both young and old.

12:45          Departure for lunch
1:00 – 2:45 pm    Lunch La Catalin with Ms. Ioana Grindean (Romanian ACYPL, 2006), 
                                     Ms. Angelica Juracopschi
                              and Mr.Lorant Vincze (Romanian ACYPL, 2006)
2: 45 pm Departure for Cotroceni Palace
                      Address :  37 Cotroceni Ave. (Leu Entrance)

                                     Tel/Fax:  + 4021 411 08 12   

                                     E-mail : strasoc@presidency.ro                                                         
3:30-4:30 pm      Meeting with Mr. Bogdan Chiriţoiu, State Counselor

                             Department for Economic and Social Strategies
4:30 – 5:30 pm     Visit the Romanian Peasant’s Museum 
   5:35 pm     Departure for dinner (La Dolce Vita Restaurant)                           

                                     Address : 44 Occidentului St.                       

                                      Phone :  + 40 21 310 86 94

6:15 – 8:45 pm     Dinner with Mr. Cristian Boureanu, MP, Vice-president of the Liberal Democratic Party (Romanian ACYPL, 2001) and his wife Valentina Pelinel          

Thursday , November 8 

Please dress in business attire for today’s schedule.
    10:15 am        Meet in hotel lobby
    10: 20 am      Departure to the Centre for Independent Journalism

                           Address: 32 Regina Elisabeta Bvd.

                           Tel. : +4021 311 13 75

                           Fax : +4021 311 13 76

                           E-mail : staff@cji.ro
                           www.cji.ro
11:00-12:00 am     Meeting with Mrs. Ioana Avadani, Executive Director

                                 Topic: Freedom of the press, the role of the media in politics and society 
The Center for Independent Journalism is a non-governmental, non-profit organization, offering courses and specialized training for journalists and media organizations. The Center organizes courses, seminars, debates, roundtables and professional assistance focusing on media specific problems. CIJ is a project of the Independent Journalism Foundation, New York, which operates similar centers in Bratislava and Budapest.  CIJ opened in 1994.  Throughout the year, the Center offers a variety of courses, ranging from the basics of journalism to specialized courses for print, radio and TV.  The Center for Independent Journalism hosts the Freedom Forum News Library, which is part of an international press library network founded in the US.

12:15       Departure for lunch   (close to the Izvor bridge, walking distance to this destination)                                                                 
                              Bistro Yamaha 

                              Address : 30-32 Spl. Independentei 
                              Tel : +40 745 146 263
12:20 – 1:30 pm    Lunch at Bistro Yamaha
1:35 pm              Departure for the Parliament Palace
                               Address: 2-4 Izvor St. (13 Septembrie Entrance)
                               Tel: 312 03 78 

                             Contact person. Mrs. Roxana Mocanu
2:00-3:00 pm     Meeting with H.E. Mr. Ion Iliescu, MP,

                            President of Romania in office December 22,1989 – November 29,1996 
                                                         and December 20, 2000 – December 20, 2004

                              Mr. Otilian Neagoe, MP, Vice-Leader of the Social Democratic Party, Romania Senate 
3:30 pm    Departure for ACT Theatre
                                   Address: 126 Calea Victoriei

                                   Phone: (+4021) 310 31 03 

                                   E-mail : act@teatrulact.ro
4:00 – 5:30 pm       Meeting with Mrs. Ioana Moldovan, 

                                The Cultural Manager of ACT Theatre in Bucharest 

                                    Topic : The arts and the civic engagement
     5:30 pm           Back to the hotel
5:30 – 6:00 pm    Refreshing for dinner

6:00 pm                Meet in hotel lobby 

6:00 pm    Departure for Restaurant PLANET        

                                  Address:  18 Fluierului St
6:30 – 8:45 pm   Dinner at the Restaurant PLANET       
Friday, November 9

11:15 am          Meet in hotel lobby

11:20 am          Departure for the Foundation Principesa Margareta a Romaniei 
                                   Address: 98 Calea Plevnei, bloc 10 C, scara A, etaj 3, apt. 8, sector 1

                                   Phone:    (+40) 031 405 55 54 

                                   Tel/Fax : (+40) 031 405 55 56 

                                   E-mail : info@principesa.ro
                                   www.principesa-margareta.ro; www.fpmr.ro
                                   Contact person : Doina Crangasu, Director Fundraising

Currently active in 6 countries, the Princess Margarita of Romania Foundation is a non-profit organization contributing to the development of civil society in Romania.  The PMRF was established in 1990 by HRH The Princess Margarita of Romania and her father HM King Michael I.  PMRF develops programs that improve the living conditions of children and young people, families at risk and the elderly; stimulate intergenerational solidarity and create bridges of communication between the young and the elderly; contribute to the institutional development of NGOs working with children and seniors; and foster local creativity and talent.

12:00 – 1:00 pm   Meeting with Mr. Eduard Petrescu, Executive Director 
                               Topic: Public health concerns

1:30 – 2:30 pm       Lunch at Restaurant ANDY
2:30 - 4:00 pm     Free time
4:00 pm              Departure for EURO GALA (Optional)
                              (Sala Polivalenta)

5:00-6:00            Attending an Electoral Campaign Event – The National Liberal Party 

6:00 pm              Departure for ACT Theater

7:00 pm              The ACYPL Delegates are invited to a performance of the ACT Theater, an
                            ACT Theater and ArCuB production 
                              The Goat or Who is Sylvia? By Edward Albee (duration : 2 ½ h)
With: Marcel Iures, Emilia Dobrin, Constantin Draganescu and Marius Damian

Directed by: Alexandru Dabija

ACT Theater “The Goat or Who is Sylvia?”, Tony Award in 2002. The play was first translated by ACT and thus introduced 

to the Romanian public. Since its opening night in April 2007 the show has been performed with completely sold out tickets.
After the show, the ACYPL Delegates will have the opportunity to meet actor Marcel Iureş.
 9:30 pm          The Farewell dinner at The Harbour Restaurant             
Saturday, November 10

                                Free time                           

     12:00 am           Meet in the hotel lobby

  12:00-1:00 pm     Lunch at Restaurant ELIZEU
    1:00 pm        Check-out

    1:45 pm        Departure of the ACYPL Fellows for Henry Coandă (Otopeni) Airport

    2:15 pm        Arrival at the Airport Henry Coandă (Otopeni) 

    2:25 pm           Check-in

    4:10 pm       Departure to Budapest # MALEV (Hungarian Airlines)
